he last few weeks
have seen a spate of
court orders con-

cerning urban mis-gover-
nance; and the resultant de-
molitions have ultimately
shaken up some govern-
ments. A reported ordi-
nance in Maharashtra on
regularising illegal con-
struction caused eyebrows
to be raised.

What people don't re-
alise is that apart from the
fact that an ordinance such
as this one is in direct con-
flict with the established
laws, merely regularising an
illegal building on a piece of
paper does not render it
safer, cleaner or better in
any way. Rather, it will gen-
erate more illegalities, and
the buildings shall go from
bad to worse.

Maybe it's time we
looked at some of our well-
governed cities; and also
learn from'the mistakes
that have led to such mis-
OVErnance.

Problem solving

The answer is staring us
in the face right here in the
capital. Delhi has three mu-
nicipal territories — one un-
der the NDMC, one under
the Delhi Cantonment
Board (DCB), and that
falling under the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi (MCD).
The first two are well ad-
ministered and relatively
free of violations, while the
MCD is notorious for mal-
functioning.

There is one essential
difference between the two
urbdn scenarios we see in
the capital: the NDMC and

e it
- FL TR i!n o
VIKFAM SHARMA

And we don’t need to look far and w:de The solution to the
mess is right here in our own backyard

Restructuring urban laws

the DCB are single point ad-
ministrative entities with-

nut any multlphn;ily ofau-
. . .

structure is pyramidical,
therefore implementation is
quick and effective .The
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their distribution in their re-
spective territories, Such in-
terconnectivity allows them
o romtral thees itilities and

headed by an administrator;
it has a pyramidical city
management structure. All
land transactions have to be
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are not new - the Bomb
Act of 1949 is based or
same principles. The re
is that the island of Mu
is better administered t
the suburban areas.

Ulhasnagar, a dist:

suburb in Mumbal, he
been in the news recel
owing to the issue of
structures. In April 2(
the Bombay High Cou
rected the municipal
ration to demolish a
ber of illegal structure
demolitions began in
vember and in late De
ber it was decided by
state government to i
an ordinance which,
promulgated, would
larise all structures ce
structed in Ulhasnag)
January 2005,

An area populate
refugees from Partiti
Ulhasnagar has not
cropped up overnigh
present conundrum
result of a slowly de
mess of building sto:
which was swept un
the carpet. It's emer
an example of rampi
municipal governar

Such issues tell us
we seem to be blind t
burgeoning urban ck
our cities, and wake
the fact when an Ulh
gar, or demolitions ir
hit us close to home.

Bottomline

This is perhaps il
occasion for the cen
government to take
these issues and to
ture urban laws so
country’s [OWnNs amn
can be better admin
A little effort it all it
and you don't have
beyond your own b
yard. The models or
such reforms can by
are available very n
and we needn’t img
them from abroad.
over, we have the b
and the resources t
systems that are tr:
ent and democratic
as pertinent to the
situations and prok



